BANKSTOWN BUSHWALKING CLUB INC. ”
ACTIVITIES PROGRAM FOR SUMMER 2025/26 *""

WALK GRADES

Walks differ greatly in their level of difficulty. Please refer to our club grading system to make an
informed decision about whether a walk is suitable for you. Club grades indicate the level of difficulty
associated with the walk. Many other grading systems you may see online refer to the type of track
and do not give an accurate idea of the difficulty of the walk.

SHORT NOTICE ACTIVITIES
Experienced leaders may add extra activities to the program. Check your email regularly for a “Short
Notice Activity” email to all club members.

For more information on any event, contact the Club Membership Officer at
bankswalks@yahoo.com

December 2025

THU 4 DEC KAYAKING - HACKING RIVER
Launch your kayak at Swallow Rock at Grays Point and paddle to Audley and return. You
need to have your own kayak and life jacket.
Grade: Kayaking
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Mon 1 Dec

SAT 6 DEC PENNANT HILLS LOOP WALK

This walk takes us through the Northwestern corner of Lane Cove River Park, exploring
the headwaters of this river. Be prepared for 5 Creek crossings, mostly fire trails and
about 100m of up & downs. Begin & end at Pennant Hills station, or drive to park gates.
Distance about 6km.

Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 100m

Map: Google Maps

Contact By: Wed 3 Dec

SAT 6 DEC SLAM MESSIAH CONCERT AT BRYAN BROWN THEATRE, BANKSTOWN
A cultural interlude to give you a break from your busy bushwalking schedules. For details
and bookings, see: https://bryanbrowntheatre.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/slam-messiah.
Another concert featuring a member’s choir, with a different take on Handel’s Messiah.

SUN 7 DEC GANNONS PARK AND GULLY - BOGGYWELL CREEK - EVATT PARK AND LAKE

- GEORGES RIVER/SALT PAN CREEK
We commence at the northwest corner of Gannons Park at Isaac St, Peakhurst. We then
walk through the park and playing fields and wind down through the gully. The next
section is a bush track near Boggywell Creek, then into suburban Lugarno. We then walk
around and through Evatt Park, past the lake and picnic area, and then another bush track
with views of Georges River and Salt Pan Creek. Finally, we descend into the gully and
return to Gannons Park. Approx. 8.5km loop.

Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 150m

Map: Google Maps

Contact By: Wed 3 Dec

Please ensure you contact the activity leader by the date indicated, or at least 48 hours before
the activity date. Please show consideration and contact before 9pm.
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TUE 9 DEC TRIVIA NIGHT AT BIRRONG SPORTS CLUB, BIRRONG
Join us for bit of brain teasing and sociable fun as we test our trivia knowledge. Help our
team, the Wild Bunch, claim some of the small bonus prizes on offer! Come for a bistro
dinner or snack before the trivia begins at 7.00 pm, Birrong Sports Club, 100 Gascoigne
Road, Birrong. For more information, contact the Club Membership Officer at
bankswalks@yahoo.com.

FRI 12 DEC LATE AFTERNOON AT CHIPPING NORTON LAKE.
Yay, it's Friday! Unwind after the working week with an easy, late afternoon walk around
Chipping Norton Lake. Mostly on path with a few short bush tracks. Approx 8-10km.
Grade: 1 Ascent/Descent: 50m
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 10 Dec

SAT 13 DEC CANYONING: GRAND CANYON BY NIGHT &3 NO HELMET NO GO
The classic Grand Canyon abseil trip, but after dark to also enjoy the many glow worms
who come out at night. Wet suit required. Please bring $5 cash for rope fee on the day.
Wetsuit and abseil gear required.

Please note: You must be a financial club member to participate in this activity.

Grade: Canyoning
Map: Katoomba
Contact By: Tue 9 Dec

SUN 14 DEC GRIFFITHS TRAIL, BARREN GROUNDS NATURE RESERVE
The walk is about 8km along undulating fire trails. This Nature Reserve is on the
escarpment near Robertson in the Southern Highlands, and is a good place for bird
watching, with great scenic views over Kangaroo Valley.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 50m

Map: Kangaroo Valley
Contact By: Wed 10 Dec

THU 25 DEC CHRISTMAS DAY

January 2026

SUN 4 JAN BOB TURNERS TRACK
A return walk to the beautiful Colo River. There’s a good swimming spot at the bottom of
the hill, and a chance to get some exercise coming back up. 8km all on track.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 320m
Map: Wollemi NP
Contact By: Wed 31 Dec

FRI 9 JAN SNORKEL & SWIM AT SHELLY BEACH
Relax after the Christmas holidays! We will go for a snorkel and swim at Shelly beach,
next to Manly. Fish n chips, too.
Grade: Snorkelling & Swim
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 7 Jan

Please ensure you contact the activity leader by the date indicated, or at least 48 hours before
the activity date. Please show consideration and contact before 9pm.
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SAT 10 - SUN 11 JAN NEWNES PLATEAU BARCOO SWAMP CANYONING BASECAMP
&3 NO HELMET NO GO
An easy weekend, ideal for canyoning beginners and to just have fun in the water.
We will be camping at Barcoo Swamp campground, with the following two canyons
planned.

Saturday: Rocky and Twister canyon

Look forward to some jumps, slides and some long swims with this trip. Be prepared for
some rock scrambling, and a 5m handline on the trip. Wetsuits and helmets required.

Sunday: Rivercaves canyon

A short but spectacular canyon, with water only knee deep. An easy finish for the
weekend.

Please note: You must be a financial club member to participate in these activities.

Grade: Canyoning
Map: Rock Hill
Contact By: Tue 6 Jan

SUN 11 JAN BIRCHGROVE TO GLEBE WALK

Easy walk alongside the inner harbour foreshore and adjoining streets, mainly through
scenic riverside parklands and older inner-city streetscapes of Balmain. Approx 8 km.
Public transport is best option for travel to and from walk. This is the 2nd last stage of our
grand circuit of the inner harbour/Parramatta River.

Grade: 2, virtually flat

Map: Google Maps

Contact by: Fri 9 Jan

TUE 13 JAN TRIVIA NIGHT AT BIRRONG SPORTS CLUB, BIRRONG
Join us for bit of brain teasing and sociable fun as we test our trivia knowledge. Help our
team, the Wild Bunch, claim some of the small bonus prizes on offer! Come for a bistro
dinner or snack before the trivia begins at 7.00 pm, Birrong Sports Club, 100 Gascoigne
Road, Birrong. For more information, contact the Club Membership Officer at
bankswalks@yahoo.com.

SAT 17 JAN GUIDED TOUR AT ALBION PARK AVIATION MUSEUM
Aidan will be your guide on this one which includes an inside tour of a Qantas 747-400.
The HARS ( Historical Aviation Restoration Society ) Aviation Museum is an all-volunteer
group of Aviation Professionals and Enthusiasts who have premises at Shellharbour
Airport, Albion Park Rail just over an hour by road south of Sydney, An easy walk but a
few steps are included to visit various aircraft (Grade 1). Entrance fees apply. For more
information, contact the Club Membership Officer at bankswalks@yahoo.com. Deadline
for booking is Wed 14 January.

SUN 18 JAN WATERFALL TO HEATHCOTE VIA HEATHCOTE NP
We will meet at Waterfall Station, and then proceed along the Bullawaring Track. We
follow this down to meet the Pipeline Trail. Option for a dip in the pools that we pass. We
then walk to the Friendly Track and up to Heathcote Station. Return to starting point via
train. Approx 12 km.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 290m

Map: Heathcote NP / Alltrails
Contact By: Thu Jan 15

Please ensure you contact the activity leader by the date indicated, or at least 48 hours before
the activity date. Please show consideration and contact before 9pm.
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SAT 24 JAN SIMMOS BEACH & LONG POINT EXPLORER
This walk meanders along the picturesque Georges River from Simmo’s Beach out to
Long Point and return. Approx 12km.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: <100m
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 21 Jan

MON 26 JAN AUSTRALIA DAY

SAT 31 JAN MINNAMURRA TO LOVES BAY COASTAL WALK
A stunning coastal walk taking in both Kiama Blowholes, Jones Beach, Cathedral Rocks,
Boneyard and Bombo Headland. We also see Storm Bay, Kendalls Beach, and Easts
Beach, finishing at Loves Bay. 13.5 kms.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 150m
Map: Kiama
Contact By: Wed 28 Jan

February 2026

SUN 1 FEB KURNELL - BONNA POINT - BURRAWANG LOOP

An easy, flat walk along the Silver Beach shared pathway to Bonna Point and return. We
will also complete the Burrawang loop walk which passes several historic sites within
Kamay Botany Bay National Park. Swimming opportunity at Silver Beach tidal baths.
Approx 6-8km.

Grade: 1 Ascent/Descent: 50m

Map: Google Maps

Contact By: Wed 28 Jan

MON 2 FEB DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
The Walks Committee will be meeting soon to compile the Autumn 2026 program.
Suggestions for the Spring program must be emailed to bankstownbushwalks@gmail.com

by Monday 2 February 2026. Late submissions may not make it onto that program.

SAT 7 FEB SNORKEL & SWIM AT CLOVELLY
We will go for a snorkel and swim at Clovelly beach, with an option for a walk to Bronte
beach in the afternoon, 2km (and another swim option!). Fish n chips at Bronte.

Grade: 1 with Snorkelling
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 4 Feb

SUN 8 FEB AUSTINMER BEACH - THIRROUL BEACH - BASE OF ILLAWARRA

ESCARPMENT - AUSTINMER
The walk commences at Austinmer Beach, walking around the rocks to Thirroul Beach.
We then proceed for 1km walk along the beach, followed by a walk through the streets of
Thirroul. Next is a bush track to the base of lllawarra escarpment. After this, we walk
through the historic village of Austinmer, then up and around Austinmer headland,
finishing back at Austinmer beach. Approx 8 km loop.

Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 180m

Map: Google Maps

Contact By: Wed 4 Feb

Please ensure you contact the activity leader by the date indicated, or at least 48 hours before
the activity date. Please show consideration and contact before 9pm.
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TUE 10 FEB TRIVIA NIGHT AT BIRRONG SPORTS CLUB, BIRRONG
Join us for bit of brain teasing and sociable fun as we test our trivia knowledge. Help our
team, the Wild Bunch, claim some of the small bonus prizes on offer! Come for a bistro
dinner or snack before the trivia begins at 7.00 pm, Birrong Sports Club, 100 Gascoigne
Road, Birrong. For more information, contact the Club Membership Officer at
bankswalks@yahoo.com.

WED 11 FEB CLUB KICK-OFF MEETING (TO BE CONFIRMED IN 2026)
An in-person meeting to kick off the new year, and for people to come along and meet.
Hosted by the management committee. The venue will be a Bankstown Library meeting
room from 6pm to 7:30pm. (Confirmation of venue, including address details, will be sent
prior to the meeting date.)

SAT 14 - SUN 15 FEB CATHEDRAL RESERVE, MT WILSON - CANYONING BASECAMP
&3 NO HELMET NO GO
We will be camping in Mt Wilson at the Cathedral Reserve campground, with the following
two canyons planned.

Saturday: Bell Creek canyon

A spectacular canyon trip, with some long constrictions, a short abseil and some lilo
rafting. Wetsuits required.

Map: Mt Wilson and Wollangambe
Sunday: Horseshoe and Geronimo Canyon

Two fun canyons right next to each other, finishing in the Wollangambe River. Wetsuits
required.

Map: Wollangambe

Please note: You must be a financial club member to participate in these activities.

Grade: Canyoning
Map: Mt Wilson / Wollangambe
Contact By: Tue 10 Feb

SUN 15 FEB BORONIA PARK TO MAGDALA PARK VIA LANE COVE RIVER AND RETURN
This track runs along the Lane Cove River, offering a nice easy short walk close to the
city. The track follows part of the Great North Walk. The route features beautiful views of
water and mangroves and an abundance of wildlife like ducks and bush turkeys. There
are some great picnic spots along the route. About 10km.

Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 150m
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 11 Feb

TUE 17 FEB CRONULLA TO BOAT HARBOUR - TWILIGHT BEACH WALK
We will walk from Cronulla to beautiful Boat Harbour along the beach in the late afternoon
for a paddle or swim. The return trip retraces our route back to Cronulla, walking through
the water to keep cool if needed. Approximately 14km.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: <50m
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Sun 15 Feb

SAT 21 FEB BROOKLYN DAM CIRCUIT
This is a round trip from Hawkesbury River station of about 7km. Scenic train ride,
followed by a steep ascent to a very pretty, historic dam which we go around before
returning. Swimming possible if weather permits.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 100m
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 18 Feb

Please ensure you contact the activity leader by the date indicated, or at least 48 hours before
the activity date. Please show consideration and contact before 9pm.
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SUN 22 FEB BLUE GUM SWAMP CREEK CIRCUIT, WINMALEE
The walk starts at Winmalee and travels along the Blue Gum Swamp Creek track then
climbs up steeply along the fire trail to enjoy the views from the lookout. We then head
back down to follow the same track. Approx. 13 kms. Great views from the top.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 250m
Map: Springwood
Contact By: Wed 18 Feb

SAT 28 FEB AUDLEY - LADY CARRINGTON DRIVE & RETURN
Follow the Hacking River through the heart of the Royal National Park. Start/finish at
Audley. Enjoy a coffee at the Audley Cafe upon completion of the walk. 20km return trip.
Grade: 3 Ascent/Descent: 80m
Map: Royal NP
Contact By: Wed 25 Feb

SUN 1 MAR MANLY TO COLLAROY
Walk is approx. 13km, and is highlighted by stunning coastal views. We first enjoy a ferry
ride from Circular Quay to Manly, then head north to Collaroy via Dee Why Lagoon. Opal
card needed for trip.
Grade: 2 Ascent/Descent: 200m
Map: Google Maps
Contact By: Wed 25 Feb

Please ensure you contact the activity leader by the date indicated, or at least 48 hours before
the activity date. Please show consideration and contact before 9pm.
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